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NEW BOOKS REVIEWED. 



POETIC DRAMA. 

Since Ibsen there .has been no greater master of dramatic 
structure than Sudermann. Each one of the four short, one-act 
plays in this volume* is a model showing how plot, character, 
crucial and revealing moment may be compressed into twenty-five 
pages. 

There is a tendency in the human mind to reduce life to one 
force, a monistic tendency; and Sudermann, like Maupassant and 
d'Annunzio, is all too much inclined to see sex pervading and 
ruling all of life. If the first play, " Streaks of Light " (was the 
original title "Hoses"?), is sordid and painful, it is, at any rate, 
a splendidly glaring picture of the impudence of sin and the 
pride of evil, one great sardonic laugh. Margot, despite its 
Kundry motive and its expiation by service and labor, is both 
shocking and painful. " The Last Visit," a play that takes 
place over and about a coffin with a dead man in it, is a grim but 
amazing tour de force, and the " Far Away Princess " is a blithe 
and poetic comedy full of charm and merriment. The translator's 
work has been most excellently done. 



This bookf comes from a new and unknown hand and compels 
serious attention. It is true that the poet has not wholly matured 
conceptions or complete control of her medium. Her blank verse 
could well be more flexible and various, but there is real poetry 
here and abundance of thought nobly expressed. Alcestis, if 
a very modern woman, is no more so than the Alcestis of Eurip- 
ides. The offering of the poison to Admetus is a point well made 

* " Roses." By Hermann Sudermann. Translated by Grace Frank. 
New York: Charies Scribner's Sons, 1909. 

t " Alcestis." By Carlota Montenegro. Boston : The Poet Lore Com- 
pany, 1909. 



